Docket No. 081862.P225 
LJV/TAV/rkc 



Patent 



IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows. 

For the Examiner's convenience, a list of all claims is included below. 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for inv e rs e multipl e xing ov e r an asynchronous transf e r 
mod e (ATM) n e twork comprising: 

receiving data on a plurality of on e or mor e data links , the data on at least two respective 
links being transmitted with a differential transmission delay, such that the plurality of data links 
includes a slow link having a first transmission delay and at least one other link having a second 
transmission delay, the first transmission delay longer than the second transmission delay ; 

writing the data in a delay compensation buffer for each data link, the delay 
compensation buffer having an associated delay corresponding to the first transmission delay ; 
and 

reading the data from the delay compensation buffer for each data link faster than the 
data is written into the buffer. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the receiving the data includes 
receiving an asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) data cell. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the receiving data includes 
receiving the data on one or more Tl/El data links. 

4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
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deleting a the slow link such that the delay caused by the slow link is 
reduced. 

5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 4, further comprising: 

adding a fast link, having a transmission delay less than the second 
transmission delay, after the slow link is deleted and the transmission delay 
resulting from the slow link is reduced . 

6 -10 (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A machine-readable medium that provides instructions, which if 
executed by a processor, cause the processor to perform an operation comprising: 

receiving data on a plurality of on e or mor e data links , the data on at least two respective 
links being transmitted with a differential transmission delay, such that the plurality of data links 
includes a slow link having a first transmission delay and at least one other link having a second 
transmission delay, the first transmission delay longer than the second transmission delay ; 

writing the data in a delay compensation buffer for each data link, the delay 
compensation buffer having an associated delay corresponding to the first transmission delay ; 
and 

reading the data from the delay compensation buffer for each data link faster than the 
data is written into the buffer. 

12. (Original) The machine-readable medium of claim 11, further providing instructions, 
which if executed by the processor, cause the processor to perform an operation comprising: 
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receiving an asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) data cell. 

13. (Original) The machine-readable medium of claim 11, further providing instructions, 
which if executed by the processor, cause the processor to perform an operation comprising: 

receiving the data on one or more Tl/El data links. 

14. (Currently amended) The machine-readable medium of claim 1 1, further 
providing instructions, which if executed by the processor, cause the processor to 
perform an operation comprising: deleting a the slow link such that the delay 
caused by the slow link is reduced. 

15. (Currently amended) The machine-readable medium of claim 11, further providing 
instructions, which if executed by the processor, cause the processor to perform an operation 
comprising: 

adding a fast link, having a transmission delay less than the second 
transmission delay, after the slow link is deleted and the transmission delay 
resulting from the slow link is reduced . 

16. (Currently amended) A system for inverse multiplexing over an asynchronous transfer 
mode (ATM) network comprising: 

means for receiving data on a plurality of on e or mor e data links , the data on at least two 
respective links being transmitted with a differential transmission delay, such that the plurality of 
data links includes a slow link having a first transmission delay and at least one other link having 
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a second transmission delay, the first transmission delay longer than the second transmission 
delay ; 

means for writing the data in a delay compensation buffer for each data link, the delay 
compensation buffer having an associated delay corresponding to the first transmission delay ; 
and 

means for reading the data from the delay compensation buffer for each data link faster 
than the data is written into the buffer. 

17. (Original) The system of claim 16, wherein the means for receiving the data 
includes means for receiving an asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) data cell. 

18. (Original) The system of claim 16, wherein the means for receiving data 
includes means for receiving the data on one or more Tl/El data links. 

19. (Currently amended) The system of claim 16, further comprising: 
means for deleting a the slow link such that the delay caused by the slow 

link is reduced. 

20. (Currently amended) The system of claim 18, further comprising: 
means for adding a fast link, having a transmission delay less than the 

second transmission delay, after the slow link is deleted and the transmission delay 
resulting from the slow link is reduced . 
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